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	Our Ref      SHLAA/CON/01


	Your Ref     


	Contact      Martin Wilsher

	Extension   5334




	Date           30 June 2009


Dear Sir/Madam

STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT (SHLAA)
CALL FOR POTENTIAL HOUSING SITES – 8th July to 1st September 2009
West Somerset Council is currently carrying out Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA). The purpose of the SHLAA is to provide up-to-date information on land that might have the potential to deliver housing development within the District outside of the Exmoor National Park. The results of the study will provide a significant evidence base input into the Council’s Local Development Framework (LDF), the replacement for the West Somerset District Local Plan that was adopted in April 2006. The LDF will then be able to better manage bringing forward land for housing, based on evidence of availability and site suitability. 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to submit details of sites (land and/or buildings) that you consider might have the potential to deliver housing, in whole or part, in the future. The Council is currently looking for details of sites within West Somerset that are:

· 0.15 Hectare or larger, or have the potential to deliver 5 or more dwellings;

· within or well related to the towns and villages of the District ; and
· outside of the Exmoor National Park.

There is a minimum amount of information that the Council will require in order to assess the suitability, availability and achievability of sites. As such, submissions should be made using a site submission pro-forma and be accompanied by an appropriate map or aerial photograph that identifies the precise site boundaries. Submissions may also be supported by any other information that you deem pertinent.

The deadline for submission of site details to be considered is 1st September 2009

Further details of the Call for Potential Housing Sites, including a copy of the site submission pro-forma, are available on the Council’s web-site at; www.westsomersetonline.gov.uk  Alternatively, paper copies of the submission pro-forma are available upon request using the contact details overleaf.  

Submissions should be made to West Somerset Council and can be made in a number of ways:




By Email: 


ldf@westsomerset.gov.uk 

By Fax:  


01984 – 635257

By Post or in person:

Planning Policy, West Somerset Council, 


West Somerset House, Killick Way, Williton, TA4 4QA

In the interests of sustainability, and to make the process more efficient we would like to encourage the submission of sites via e-mail. It is possible to upload files (i.e. a map, aerial photo or documents) to support your submission these should be attached to the e-mail.  Location maps should accompany each individual site submission.  They must be to a minimum scale of 1:2500 or larger (1:1250, 1:500) using an Ordnance Survey base. 

The sites identified through this process will be collated along with sites identified through other means to be assessed by the Council in terms of deliverability and developability. This will be undertaken by following the approach set out in the Taunton & South Somerset Housing Market Area SHLAA Methodology and will be carried out with the assistance of a panel of stakeholders.  The methodology can be viewed at the Council’s offices in Williton and Minehead online and at; www.shmp.org.uk  

It is important to note that the SHLAA will not form Council policy but rather it is a technical study to assess the potential future housing supply. It may influence and/or facilitate the allocation of strategic housing allocations in the emerging LDF Core Strategy document that is projected for adoption at the end of 2011.  It will not indicate a commitment for development of the site for housing at this stage or that planning permission would be granted should an application subsequently be submitted for housing development, based on the information contained in the final report.

For further information, or if you have any queries or concerns relating to the Call for Potential Housing Sites or to the SHLAA in general please get in touch.

Yours faithfully,

Martin Wilsher
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